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APPLIED BEHAVIOR 
ANALYSIS, MASTER OF 
SCIENCE
Overview
The Master of Science in Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) requires 33 
semester hours. The program is designed to be completed in 2 years 
by taking 2 classes per semester, including 2 courses during the first 
summer semester and 1 course during the second summer semester. 
Students can choose from a concentration in Autism Spectrum Disorder 
or Special Education. Currently, the program is offered online only. In the 
future, the program may be offered in person. Students must earn a grade 
of B or better on all ABA courses.

Contact Dr. Berenice de la Cruz at bdelacruz@tamusa.edu for additional 
information.

Admissions
Priority application deadline: February 1

Final application deadline: March 1

If you are an undergraduate student graduating in May or Summer, 
you can apply before your degree posts. You may be admitted into the 
program contingent on your degree posting before starting in the ABA 
graduate program.

Applicants are encouraged to have their admission file completed as 
early as possible. All applications, required documents, and letters of 
recommendation, if applicable, must be submitted by 5:00 PM U.S. 
Central Time on the day of the deadline. Deadlines are subject to change.

Timing on Admission Decisions: Prospective students who met the 
priority application deadline can expect to hear back on the admission 
decision by February 22. Students who applied by the final application 
deadline can expect to hear back on the admission decision by March 22. 
Once the cohort is full, prospective students may be put on a waitlist and 
notified if an opening becomes available.

GPA: 2.7 Overall; 3.0 in last 60 hours

GRE: Not Required

Preferred: BCaBA ®, RBT®, and/or undergraduate degree in Applied 
Behavior Analysis or Behavior Analysis

Undergraduate Degree: An undergraduate degree from a specific 
field is not required. However, preference is given to students with 
an undergraduate degree in ABA, special education, and psychology. 
Prospective students who do not have undergraduate coursework in ABA 
are encouraged to take ABA 3301 Introduction to ABA before starting the 
graduate program. In addition, prospective students do not have degrees 
in these fields are encouraged to take RBT training before applying or 
starting the ABA program. This should be discussed in your personal 
statement.

ABA Experience: Students are not required to have experience in ABA. 
However, preference is given to those students who have experience in 
ABA. Students who do not have experience in ABA are encouraged to 

observe ABA services and discuss these experiences in their personal 
statements.

Application Packet:

1. Online Application
2. Transcript(s) from all universities where a degree was conferred
3. Resume
4. 1 letter of recommendation

• The letter of recommendation should be from someone who can 
speak to your abilities and strengths that will allow you to be 
successful in graduate school. 

• A former or current professor, supervisor, or employer may provide 
a letter of recommendation.

• The letter of recommendation will be submitted through GradCas 
along with the rest of the application.

5. Personal Statement: As part of your application to the Master’s in 
Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) program at Texas A&M University–
San Antonio, you are required to submit a personal statement. This 
statement is a critical component of your application and will be used 
to assess your readiness for graduate study—particularly your ability 
to communicate effectively and professionally in writing.

Please carefully follow the guidelines below when preparing your 
personal statement:

Format Requirements:

1. Minimum length: 375 words (approximately 1.5 pages)
2. Font: 12-point, standard academic font (e.g., Times New Roman or 

Arial)
3. Line spacing: Double-spaced
4. Grammar, spelling, and overall writing quality will be considered as 

part of the admissions decision

Content Requirements: Your personal statement must address all of 
the following topics:

a) Your reason(s) for pursuing a master’s degree in Applied Behavior 
Analysis (ABA) 
b) Why you are specifically interested in the ABA program at Texas 
A&M–San Antonio, as opposed to other programs 
c) Your previous and current experience in ABA, including relevant 
coursework and clinical experience 
d) How earning this degree will help you achieve your professional 
goals 
e) If your GPA is below 3.0 in the last 60 hours of your 
undergraduate coursework, explain your plan for maintaining a 3.0 
GPA or higher in graduate school. You may address:

• Changes in your personal or academic circumstances
• Lessons learned from past academic experiences
• Specific strategies you plan to use to ensure academic success

f) Any additional relevant information that speaks to your 
preparedness for graduate school, such as:

• Time management and your ability to commit to graduate-level study
• Academic, professional, or personal experiences that demonstrate 

your readiness for success in a rigorous academic environment
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Submission: Your personal statement must be submitted through 
GradCAS along with the rest of your application materials.

Please ensure that your statement is thoughtful, well-organized, 
and written in your authentic voice. This is your opportunity to 
convey your passion for the field, your commitment to professional 
development, and your potential as a graduate student in ABA.

How to Apply: Apply for the MS in ABA Program through GradCAS. Click 
here to apply! (https://gradcas2025.liaisoncas.com/applicant-ux/
#https://gradcas2025liaisoncascom/applicant-ux//login)

Graduate Expedited Admissions Initiative

A&M-SA graduating seniors and alumni with a GPA of 3.0 or higher qualify 
for expedited admission. The application fee is waived and you do not 
need to submit your transcripts or a letter of recommendation. Instead 
of applying through GradCAS, fill out the Graduate Expedited Admission 
Application Form and send your Personal Statement to Dr. Berenice de la 
Cruz at bdelacruz@tamusa.edu.

Graduate Expedited Admissions Information (https://www.tamusa.edu/
academics/college-of-graduate-studies/graduate-expedited-admissions-
initiative.html)

Graduate Expedited Admission Application Form (https://
tamusa.jotform.com/242815585327059/)

Requirements
Autism Spectrum Disorder Concentration
Code Title Credits
Required Courses
EDBA 5301 Concepts and Principles in Applied Behavior 

Analysis
3

EDBA 5302 Research Methods in Applied Behavior Analysis 3
EDBA 5303 Ethics and Professionalism in Applied Behavior 

Analysis
3

EDBA 5304 Assessment in Applied Behavior Analysis 3
EDBA 5305 Interventions in Applied Behavior Analysis 3
EDBA 5306 Supervision and Management in Applied Behavior 

Analysis
3

EDBA 5309 Behaviorism 3
Subtotal: 21
Prescribed Electives
EDBA 5307 Autism Spectrum Disorder 3
EDBA 5310 Practicum and Research 1 in Applied Behavior 

Analysis
3

EDBA 5320 Practicum and Research 2 in Applied Behavior 
Analysis

3

Subtotal: 9
Elective Courses
Autism Spectrum Disorder Concentration (Select 3 SCH) 3

EDBA 5308 Verbal Behavior
EDBA 5311 Thesis in Applied Behavior Analysis
EDCI 5301 Bldg Succ Comm Partnerships
EDCI 5304 Current Education Topics and Issues in Culturally 

Diverse Communities
EDCI 5311 Foundations in Diversity Education Curriculum

EDCG 5311 Theories of Counseling
EDCG 5335 Human Dev Across Lifespan
EDCG 5341 Guidance Advanced Topics
EDCG 5325 Assessment
EDEC 5312 Undrstnd/Value Young Child/Fam
EDEC 5315 Advocacy
EDEC 5320 Critical Approaches to Literacy in Early Childhood
EDSE 5301 Research in Spec Education
EDSE 5309 Special Problems
EDSE 5321 Accom Diverse Pop in Classroom
EDSE 5322 Ed Test & Measure of Exc Lrnr
EDSE 5324 Dsgn Instr & Behav Pgr Sp Pop
EDSE 5325 Teaching Stds Low Incd Disabil
EDSE 5326 Behav Aspcts of Clss Org & Mgt
EDSE 5327 Fed Leg, Litigation & Advocacy

Subtotal: 3

Total Credits 33

Special Education Concentration
Code Title Credits
Required Courses
EDBA 5301 Concepts and Principles in Applied Behavior 

Analysis
3

EDBA 5302 Research Methods in Applied Behavior Analysis 3
EDBA 5303 Ethics and Professionalism in Applied Behavior 

Analysis
3

EDBA 5304 Assessment in Applied Behavior Analysis 3
EDBA 5305 Interventions in Applied Behavior Analysis 3
EDBA 5306 Supervision and Management in Applied Behavior 

Analysis
3

EDBA 5309 Behaviorism 3
Subtotal: 21
Prescribed Electives
EDBA 5310 Practicum and Research 1 in Applied Behavior 

Analysis
3

EDBA 5320 Practicum and Research 2 in Applied Behavior 
Analysis

3

Subtotal: 6
Elective Courses 6
Special Education Concentration (Select 6 SCH)

EDBA 5307 Autism Spectrum Disorder
EDBA 5308 Verbal Behavior
EDBA 5311 Thesis in Applied Behavior Analysis
EDSE 5301 Research in Spec Education
EDSE 5309 Special Problems
EDSE 5321 Accom Diverse Pop in Classroom
EDSE 5322 Ed Test & Measure of Exc Lrnr
EDSE 5324 Dsgn Instr & Behav Pgr Sp Pop
EDSE 5325 Teaching Stds Low Incd Disabil
EDSE 5326 Behav Aspcts of Clss Org & Mgt
EDSE 5327 Fed Leg, Litigation & Advocacy
EDSE 5353 Autism Spectrum Disorders and Related Issues
EDCI 5301 Bldg Succ Comm Partnerships
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EDCI 5304 Current Education Topics and Issues in Culturally 
Diverse Communities

EDCI 5311 Foundations in Diversity Education Curriculum
Subtotal: 6

Total Credits 33

Plan of Study
This suggested plan of study is intended to be used as a guide in conjunction 
with official degree requirements outlined in the catalog. Students should 
regularly consult with academic advisors as they plan their course schedules, 
as course offerings may vary. Students must earn a grade of B or better on all 
ABA courses.   

Autism Spectrum Disorder Concentration

Special Education Concentration

First Year
Fall Credits
EDBA 5301 Concepts and Principles in Applied 

Behavior Analysis
3

EDBA 5302 Research Methods in Applied Behavior 
Analysis

3

  Credits 6
Spring
EDBA 5304 Assessment in Applied Behavior Analysis 3
EDBA 5307 Autism Spectrum Disorder 3

  Credits 6
Summer
EDBA 5305 Interventions in Applied Behavior Analysis 3
EDBA 5303 Ethics and Professionalism in Applied 

Behavior Analysis
3

  Credits 6
Second Year
Fall
EDBA 5310 Practicum and Research 1 in Applied 

Behavior Analysis
3

EDBA 5306 Supervision and Management in Applied 
Behavior Analysis

3

  Credits 6
Spring
EDBA 5320 Practicum and Research 2 in Applied 

Behavior Analysis
3

EDBA 5309 Behaviorism 3

  Credits 6
Summer
EDBA 5308 Verbal Behavior 3

  Credits 3

  Total Credits 33
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